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Club Members Hondle 21 Messoges 
Dun ng Cn11forn1o Eorthquoke 

Yimp'J. KG5XL 
On October- 17, California expPrienced the worst 
earthqu.akP in many years . Always in such a disaster 
there is some brukdown in communications . 
On the afternoon of the 1 8th, Brenda Herman, with 
the AmPrican Red Cross, contactPd Pat, KGSSC, with 
a request for help by local amatPur r-adio opE'rators in 
passing traffic from arP residents trying to contact 
rE'latives in the bay area . Although the phone system 
in San Fransisco was not severely damaged, 
communications in that area were very difficult and 
many local people , unable to contact loved ones in the 
bay are•, turni'd to the Red Cross for help. 
Upon receiving this request for assistance, Pat bt'gan 
contacting club members for help . After receiving a 
ca l1, I contacted Ms . Herman and ptcked up the 
messages she had . About 2 :30pm Ms . Herman called 
again and askPd if KSL A, Channe 1 1 2, could make 
some tape of us making contacts . Needless to say this 
took us all by surprise . SPeing the possibility for club 
recognition, I asked Travis, KSAVH and 'vies, 'viVSI 
for help . About 7pm the same night, KSL A showtod up 
and shot their footage as we passed some messages 
through Carl, KGSRX . Hal, KFSYO also demonstrated 
how packet radio could be used to pass emergency 
traffic . 
Although it was never aired, we can take satisfaction 
that the Rt>d Cross and the ppoplto we storved werP 
thankful we wert> there . Cap-KGSZJ, Bob-'W ASKVO, 
Hal-KFSYO,Dave-NSMTO,and I worked to get traffic 
into the affected areas. There were a number of 
othPr Hams that quitely did what they could to help, 
asking for no recognition . The Red Cross had traffic 
for us to send out as late as Octoobt>r 20th . I know of 
21 mPssages that wert> handled. Wtdnesday night 
after thP quakl', Cap made contact with a ham in the 
bay area. For his first message Cap was given 
MPssage number 1627. This onP opt>rator had handled 
over 1600 mPssages within the first 24 hours after 
tht> quak•' This illustrates thl' magnitudl' of thl' 
operation . 'We can take pr-ide in the fact that we wt>re 
able to serve our fellow man in time of nel'd, but 
after all, isn't that what we are all about? 



From The President 
Pat 6 KG5SC 

I was drawing a blank for my column this month 
when one of the ham suppliers furnished me> a 
topic . That topic put very simply is "How not to 
order ham gear ." 
I recently ordered an antenna from a \\l'ell 
known company that has be>en in the ham 
business for a long time . I made the mistake of 
giving th£~m my Visa numb£Or to pay for the 
antenna The second m1stake I made was in 
believing them as to a shipment date . To put my 
problems v£Ory briefly • they took twic£1 as long 
to ship as fil"st stated and they told many Ties 
trying to cover up their shortcommgs 
I am offering the following ordering sugge>stions 
to may be save some fello\\1' ham a Tot of 
headaches . That friendly bit of advice that I 
offer you in placing orde>rs is : 
1 . Have the equipment shipped by UPS 1 2 . Have 
th£1 equipment shipped C .0 .D ,and 3 . Tell them 
that unless they ship on the date promised then 
you wtll not accept the ord£Or 
What made this so bad was that I had to listen 
to Travis, Wes and Don talk about bustinq into 
the pileups dur-ing the CQ DX contest while I 
could only Tist£On t o the £Oxotic- calls . THE NAME 
OF THE ANTENNA COMPANY IS AVAILABLE 
UPON REQUEST . 

Solar Activity to Peak later 
This Vear 

A story in the Bould£Or. Co . Daily Camera witl'l 
Joseph Hirman 1 of NOAA in Bolder 1 has some 
comments by th£~ rt>s£Oarcher that al"e of 
intel"est to those of us who still rely on the> 
ionosphe>n• for oul" amateur communications . 
Hirman 's research at Boulel"'s Space 
Environme>nt S£Orvice C£~nter indicates that this 
appr-oaching sunspot cycle peak should be ne>ar a 
maximum from late 1989 into T 992 . 
He is quoted as saying that his present cycle is 
bigge>r and rising faster than any previous one> 
e>xcept fol" the biggie> in the late 1950's . He 
expects so Tar storms of a major size to occur 
perhaps twice yearly for the next year or two . 
This isn't very good news for the higher 
frequencies. Earlier- this year solar activity 
produced a magnetic storm of such pl"oportion 
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that much of northeast Canada was blacked out 
due to the circuit breaki'rs in long distanci' lines 
tripping in rt>sponse to voltage transients 
inducted by this storm . I need not remind 
anyone that it takes quite a bit of induced power 
to drive a 345 KV power lin• into a fault 
condition . 
So 1 it appears that hams can look for-ward to 
somt> real glol"y days on twt>nty through six 
meters for the next couple> of year-s in bet\\l'een 
thp days of flal"e activ1ty . 

Digital Talk 
Ha1 6 KF5YO 

I rect>ntly madP a list of Hams in tht> al"ea 
with TNC's and came up with a \\l'hopping 
number of 23. Many of those have two or mort' 
so with that every one can see that the digit a 1 
modt> of Ham Radio is really growinq in the 
area . We have come a long way in the last 2 
yPal"s when there were only four in tht> area. 
Most of tht> credit for this growth goes to thP 
individuals who have spent tht> time with others 
getting them familiar with digital 
communications and helping them get on tl'le air . 
'w'hetht>r _ao individual is interested in Packet 1 

Am tor 1 Baudot 1 CW 1 or Fax 1 tht>rt> is soml?onP 
in the area that will be more than happy to get 
that person started . If any one is intPrestPd in a 
demonstration please let me know and one> will 
be set up . 

Al ('w'SENA) is looking for individuals that 
would be willing to wol"l< with the Army Mars . 
There is a big nud for both Packet and Amtor 
opt>rators . At will have more information for us 
at the next Digital Meeting . 

Net Control 
DaY• ~ N5MTO 

HPllo . It's that timl' of yt>ar again . TlmP change 
for the FSARC net . We went to the 8 PM time 
slot on t T -7-89 . Usually we have about T 2 -
15 check in on the NET 1 and this being tht> first 
time for- tht> 8 PM NET 1 I figured about S Ol" 6 
folks to check in . I was wr-onq as usual. 20 total 
checked in . Seems like this new time wm work 
out better for club members and visitol"s to tht> 
TPxarkana area to check in . And it was a good 
informativP NET . 
K A5EOU 1 Hubert 1 said that it was probably 



going to rain overnight . And sure enough at 
12 :30am, the bottom ft:>ll out . Along with somt:> 
hail that I figure must have been marble size 
because it sounded like it was coming through 
the roof . PPrhaps Hubert should consider 
becoming a m£>teorologist . 
I do appreciate all the "check ins" we have and 
passing of information about club activities . 
That makes for a good NET and mon folks are 
likely to tune in to Sli'e what is happening . Hear 
you on the NET 

November Business Meeting 

The FSARC held it's regular business meeting on 
Saturday NovE'mber 11th at Wadley Hospital 
Cafeteria . 
Pat, KGSSC, ca !led thE' mE'e ting to ordE'r at 9am 
and the minute·s from the last meeting wen• 
read and approved. The trEOasurers rEO port 
showed a balance of $559 .16 at thli' end of 
October . It was reported that Gene Lamport and 
Cliff Robertson wen both in St Michele 1 
hospital . It was also announced that Paul, 
KBSIZB had recently belt'n elected President of 
the New Boston Club 
Travis, K5AVH, told the: club that he w.:!1ted ~c 
mail the Decl'mbl'r newslettl'r to all licensl'd 
amateurs in the Texarkelna area in an effort to 
bring in new membt'rs and ask for approval 
from the club for the monli'y necessary for 
additional printing and postage for December . 
This was approved . 
Cap, KGS2J, introduced members of the novice 
class who were in attendance. Dave said he held 
20 checkins on the last Tuesday night net. Pat 
announced that the Pot luck dinner scheduled for 
November 19 would be changed to an eat out 
since therli' had been little interest shown in the 
pot luck supper . A !so the date would be changed 
to November 17 which would be a Saturday 
night . 
Don and Wes were thanked for the recent work 
which they did on the repeater, and Pat 
announced that there would be a Board of 
Directors muting on Thursday December 7 at 
6 :30 pm in the Wadley celfeteria elnd invited 
any one interested to attend . Plans will bt' made 
at that meeting for 1990. 
Wes ask the club for approval to purchase a 
lightening prott'ctor for thi' GasFet preamp on 
tht~ .62 reputer if it lookl'd likt> it was needed . 

The club approved this purchase . 
Pat announced that the Wednesday noon lunch 
would be moved to Simple Simons, across for 
Collom & Carney clinic on Texas Blvd. bE'ginning 
Wednesday November 1 Sth . There bE'ing no 
furthur business, the meeting was adjourned . 

II COftllNlbn~tliolM~ II 
fifiiiUfiiBUi*·fdt*Bii**fWU£·ifdS·>i*UfiS·iit-if··!*3*t§X§.-!:Sf.ti···*{·.@¥£ft.;: 

To the following newly elected officers of 
thE' New Boston AmatEOur Radio Club : 

Paul Motta. KB51ZB - Pnsid•nt 
Jim Hill•r. KB5K8 A - Yic• Pr•s . 
Ashl•tj Mat • KG5YN - S•c:-Tnas. 

and to the Following who earned licE'nsE' or 
upgradE'd during the November 1 1 VE Test 
Session . 

Donald G. Shirley- General 
Tim J . Sullivan - Techinician 

Billy Melrs- Techinician & Gen Written 
Frt>E'man Nickerson -Advanced 

Stephen G. Brownlee- General Written 
Jamt>s A .W. Conradt- AdvancE'd ,Extra Written 

Danny Hebert- Genera 1 
David J . Will- Extra Code 

!)avid J . TY:' t> 11m a!"'- Techinician .'Je!" W !"'1tten 

The fallowing members are 1 n 
St. Mi cheal s Hospital . 

G•n• Lamport • WSEGY 
Clif Rob•rtson, KS02M 

We wish you both a speedy recovery and 
hopE' to SE'e you both back on Saturday 
mornings rea 1 soon . 
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raur State:~ Amateur Radio Club 

FSitAC 2m N•t (146 .62) 
Lunch 

Digital H .. ting 
Troubl•shootinCJ Yorkshop 
Board Planning H••tinCJ 
Y .E. T•stinCJ 

November 
DecPmbPr 

Calendar 

Each Tuesday 8pm ( Swap Net Follows) 
Each 'WPdnPsday 12 noon Simple Simons (across from 

Collom & Carnpy Chnic) · 
3rd Thursday of each Month 7pm Wadley Hospit.sl Cafeteria 
November 18 and 25 9am WadlPy Hosp1tal Cafeteria 
DecembPr 7th 6 :30pm Wadley Hospital Cafeteria 
Saturday Decpmber 16 9am Wadley Hospital Cafeteria 

SlriJYarn 
P at-KG5SC, Mil<e-KG5RV 
Hal, KF5YO, 'vies, WV51 

* * + * * * * * + * Not• n•v '&I •dn•sdaiJ noon m••tinCJ p lac• • • • • • • • • • • • 
S'impl• Simons on .. T•xas Blvd 

Four States Amateur Radio Club 
1 8 High land Hills 
Texarkana, Ar . 75502 

First Closs Moil 


